
Dear Senator Ross,

I am writing ask you to oppose the SB46 Health Care Rights of Conscience Act which would allow health care providers, institutions, and payers the right to decline to perform services that violate their consciences.  Section 5 and 6 lines 14 and 24 clearly include counselors and students in the bill. 

As a Licensed Professional Counselor and counselor educator in the state of Alabama, I can tell you, this bill is not in line with the American Counseling Association’s Code of Ethics which specifically states counselors may not discriminate against clients on the basis of age, culture, disability, ethnicity, race, religion/spirituality, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status/partnership, language preference, socioeconomic status or any basis proscribed by law.  In short counselors do not discriminate against clients on the basis of client characteristics instead as a profession we are charged with putting our clients needs ahead of our own values and beliefs. 

I have included an article from ACA. This article covers the recent legal findings based on similar issues.  Note the courts have upheld ACA’s ethical stance. Please let me know if I can provide any additional information and thank you for all you do District 76.

Jeanell Norvell, Ph.D., LPC, NCC
1196 Meriwether Road
Pike Road, Alabama, 36064
334-717-8189
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